In 1970, four American women formed
Fanny, the first all-female band to
make headway in male-centric rock,
and thus pave the way for others.
George Harrison went as far as calling
them “the female Beatles” and they
lasted five albums. But where are the
Girl Power pioneers now, asks Martin
Warminger of Rickmansworth?

June Millington guitar, vocals
She quit after Fanny’'s 1973 album
Mother's Pride, and was replaced by Suzi
Quatro’s sister Patti. “| had a nervous
breakdown. We toured constantly for four
years and led a very insular life. | couldn't
take the pressure of being the first girl
guitar player around. It was discouraging
to realise that the only point we could
make was that we could play like guys.”
Craving respect, she started jamming with
musician friends before moving to
Woodstock where she began “a Buddhist
path” and fell in with “women’s music”
pioneer Cris Williamson. "l was no longer
objectified on stage, so | could relax, and
fool around.” She has released four roots-
orientated albums on her own label
s and is currently artistic di

Alice de Buhr drums
She quit just after June Millington. "Patti
Quatro didn't even know how to tune her
guitar - the quality of female musicians
out there was so depressing. Nickey
(Barclay, keyboards)was incredibly difficult
to handle too. I'd just had enough.” She
worked in a veterinary hospital and a
record distribution warehouse before
joining A&M as a local marketing co-
ordinator. Six years later, she decided
video "was the future”. After moving to
Tucson, Arizona, she started her own video
distrioution company, Inner Visions Group,
handling mostly "special interest” releases.
As for music, “| regret not being dedicated
enough. | still tap on everything around,
bopping away, at 48 years old. | thought
about playing again but it would take a
while. I'm so rusty.” As for Fanny's legacy,
“Articles about women in rock s
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